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dawn, and the next morning the travellers crossed on
foot, and finally reached home on January 16, 17545
after having been absent seventy-eight days.

Protests having proved useless, Governor Dinwiddie
now made Washington a colonel, and placing him in
command of one hundred and fifty men, sent him out
into the wilds again with orders to harass the French
wherever he met them. He built a tiny fort which he
named Fort Necessity, and on May 28 he defeated a
French contingent at a place called Great Meadows.
But the French were not driven away, and later re-
turned in greater force and besieged hitii in Fort Neces-
sity. Washington and his men defended themselves
bravely, but they were outnumbered. Bullets fell like
rain upon the defenders of the little stockade, and at
last they were forced to surrender. In such manner
began the war between Great Britain and France which
was to end with the conquest of Canada and the fall of
the French Empire in the New World.

George Washington was soon back in Virginia, but
not for long. Britain was preparing for the coming fray,
and in February, 1755, General Braddock and several
British regiments arrived in Virginia. Washington
obtained a position on the general's staff, but he did not
like the British officers. They gave themselves airs, and
looked upon Washington and his friends as inferiors,
both socially and in military training, and in their
knowledge of how battles should be fought. No doubt
they were right in some respects, but the British did not
know how battles were fought in the American back-
woods, whereas Washington did.